
 

                                Practices of Learning to Leap into The Unknown 

School of Performance and Production, University of South Wales, Cardiff, Cardiff Campus, ATRiuM 

                                     Friday 6th September 10.30am-5pm, location: CAB403 Zen Room 

 
Event Programme:  

 

10.30:   Registration: tea & coffee  

 

11.00:   Introduction: Inga Burrows, University of South Wales  

 

11.10:   Keynote Pauline Burt (CEO Ffilm Cymru) The same but different: considering creativity and risk       

             Chair: Suzanne Phillips 

 

11.45:   Martyn Ingram (Managing Director Wales & CO) Both Sides Now Chair: Tom Ware  

 

12.15:   Keynote: John Giwa-Amu (Red & Black Films) Never Tell Me The Odds  

 

12.45:   Paul Senter, (Professional Poker Player) Introduction to the Game 

 

1pm -2pm: Lunch & Poker Playing Workshop  

 

14.00: Keynote: Dr. Rea Dennis (Deakin University, Melbourne) The compliance underbelly: a critique of 

dampening nature of neoliberal risk management discourse in the creative arts 

14.30 -16:00: Creative Risk and Pedagogy panel, Chair: Dr. Deirdre Russell 

 Sarah Carter (University of South Wales) Considering Courage in Creativity  

Jeremy Bubb (University of Roehampton) Learning Through Filmmaking ‘Is Either A Daring 

Adventure Or Nothing At All’  

Linda Sever (University of Central Lancashire) Teaching and Encouraging Diverse Practices  

Dr. Philip Cowan (University of South Wales) Cinematography Conventions V. Creativity  

16.00: Coffee & Tea 

 

16.15: Graham Griffiths (University of South Wales)  

 

16.30: Suzanne Phillips (director/producer/social activist) Reflecting on the Risks I Have Taken Throughout 

My Career  

 

17.00: Close and wine reception 

 

 



 

 

Speaker Abstracts and Bios  

 

Pauline Burt The same but different: considering creativity and risk 
As an organisation Ffilm Cymru have an interesting intersectional role to play in both encouraging new, 

emerging and established filmmakers to develop their creative voice and navigate between a new twist (a 

reason for making/distribution/exhibiting a film) and the various market conventions that work sits in (eg 

genre, casting, collaborators); this work sits alongside being a film financier that has responsibilities in 

overseeing lottery finance and spending public funds responsibly.  We therefore also function as risk 

managers – a role that I have also worked in for commercial film financiers – including banks.   
  
Pauline is the founding CEO of Ffilm Cymru Wales, which is advancing a sustainable film sector and film 

culture that works for everyone across Wales. Ffilm Cymru invests in Welsh talent, their projects and their 

companies; supports skills and attitudes that enable a more inclusive, adaptive and productive sector; and 

extracts and shares learning to accelerate progress. 

  

Previously Pauline was a risk manager at London based Mansfield Associates, assessing and managing risk 

for commercial film and television financiers such as the Royal Bank of Scotland, Rand Merchant Bank and 

Royal Sun Alliance. Prior to that, Pauline headed up production at Sgrin, the former Media Agency for 

Wales and worked at Scottish Screen as their Script and Finance Analyst. 

  

Recent feature credits include this year’s UK Oscar submission I Am Not a Witch from debut feature director 

Rungano Nyoni; Turner-nominated photographer, Richard Billingham’s Ray & Liz, selected for Locarno, 

Toronto and London Film festivals; Euros Lyn’s adaptation of Fflur Dafydd’s Y Llyfrgrell/The Library 

Suicides; sci-fi success The Machine; Craig Roberts’ feature debut Submarine since followed up 

with Eternal Beauty starring Oscar nominee Sally Hawkins, and the Sundance award-winner feature 

documentary Dark Horse.  

 

Pauline is alumni of the UCLA’s Producers’ Program and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 
 

Martyn Ingram Both Sides Now  
Martyn will be speaking about what creative risk looks like from both sides of the commissioning world - 

buyer and seller. And how going forward into a different world of content production and consumption 

considered creative risk and creative partnership is ever more important 
 

Martyn Ingram is a very experienced factual producer and commissioner in the BBC and Independent 

sector. He led production and development teams across the BBC and at a major global independent 

company. Martyn was also a BBC commissioner for a number of years. More recently he has been 

Managing Director of one of Wales' leading independents, Wales&Co. Martyn has definitely seen the world 

of creative risk from both sides. 

 

John Giwa-Amu Never Tell Me the Odds.                                                                                  

How playing poker helped me producing movies. 
 

John Giwa-Amu runs production, distribution and financing company Red and Black Films with 

writer/director Caradog James. John produced the company's first feature, Little White Lies, which won two 

BAFTA Cymru Awards and was BIFA nominated. His follow up feature, sci-fi cult hit The Machine, was 

selected from over 6,000 films to premier in Tribeca and won three BAFTAs Cymru including Best Picture, 

a BIFA and the Screen Award for UK distribution also managed by John. The film was commissioned to be 

made into a TV Pilot by NBC Universal/SyFy which John Executive Produced in 2017. Brit List winning 

screenplay The Call Up premiered at BIFF 2016 and is released in cinemas by Altitude. Co-Production, The 

Silent Storm, starring Damien Lewis and Andrea Riseborough was also released in cinemas in May 2016 by 

Sony. Don't Knock Twice, by director Caradog James, has been sold internationally by Kew Media and was 



released in the UK by Red and Black Distribution and Kew Media during spring 2017 - the film grossed 

over c.$3.5m at the international box office. 

 

 

Paul Senter will be running the poker workshop  
Paul Senter was born in Cardiff and attended bishop of Llandaff high school. Until 21 he was a competitive 

swimmer representing wales and a medalist in the national championships. He attended Cardiff university 

gaining a degree in computer science. Since leaving university 12 years ago he has made his living playing 

poker, mainly online. A few years ago, he came 39th in the world series of poker main event in las Vegas from a 

field of 6500 for his biggest live cash. 

 

Rea Dennis The compliance underbelly: a critique of dampening nature of neoliberal risk 

management discourse in the creative arts 
The talk engages with the proliferation of neoliberal risk management discourse within the creative arts; 

particularly the way in which OH&S compliance requirements interact with creative and artistic innovation. 

In art, as in life, innovation is enabled when conditions reinforce individual self-belief and group agency, in 

concert with sufficient resources and acknowledged constraints.  

 
Rea Dennis, PhD is a performance practitioner and scholar from Deakin University, Melbourne 

Australia. Her research interests include creativity and material practice, actor training, and sensory 

dramaturgy. She has a devising and improvisation practice and her performance work has toured to UK, 

New York, Taiwan, Germany, Brazil and Japan. She also has a multimedia practice exploring perception 

and affect and creates interactive art installations and site-based live and socially engaged performance 

works for all ages. She writes critical papers addressing experiences of practice-led research, theatre 

practice, thinking through making, and embodied cognition and performance. 

 

Sarah Carter Considering Courage in Creativity  
The premise of this presentation within the context of the symposium is that courage is a necessary 

requirement for an act of risk. This presentation will consider courage as a condition for risk and how it is a 

vital component in the process of risk taking in creativity 

Sarah Carter is Senior Lecturer in Illustration at USW. She leads modules in Critical Research, Client 

Studies and Illustration for Place and Product with specialist knowledge in the areas of visual research and 

communication theory. She is passionate about providing real world experience in education through links 

with industry; as a result, she has worked in partnership with a variety of organisations including University 

Hospital Wales, Royal Horticultural Society, National Museum Wales, RSPB Cymru and Welsh National 

Opera 

Jeremy Bubb Learning Through Filmmaking ‘Is Either A Daring Adventure Or Nothing At 

All’ 
In her article ‘Systematic Risk Taking’, Maureen Neihart suggests five categories of risk within an 

educational context. They are intellectual risks, social risks, emotional risks, physical risks, and spiritual 

risks. This paper analyses these recommendations and attempts to map them onto the delivery of a level 5 

and level 6 filmmaking modules on BA Film at Roehampton University, with the intention of assessing the 

number of risks students are confronted with in the preparation, making and completion of their films. 

 

Jeremy Bubb is a Senior Lecturer in Film Production, Roehampton University, he teaches direction for 

documentary and drama, as well as cinematography. Jeremy’s recent research has focused on multi-screen 

storytelling, his film ‘Palimpsest’ toured the UK as a part of Changing the Landscape throughout 2016, his 

latest work ‘In Search of A Past’ was exhibited at the APT Gallery London in 2018. Jeremy is currently 

working on an article for JAR called ‘The Missing Page: place as palimpsest and ‘foil’’, and a new film 

entitled ‘Unspoken’, about loss and love. 

 

Linda Sever Teaching and Encouraging Diverse Practices  



This paper will discuss various approaches and methodologies used to aim to preserve experimentation 

within a ‘conventional’ Film Production course; at the same time trying to fulfil the BFI Future Skills Action 

plan and producing good film artists and craftspeople. Rather than blurring the different but similar 

disciplines to create a new hybrid ‘third’, it is about interweaving the many disparate tensioned strands of 

art, creativity, technical knowhow and narrative perspectives, in order to produce a richer form of 

filmmaking and filmmaker. 

 

Linda Sever is Senior Lecturer in Film Production and MA Film Production Course Leader at the University of 

Central Lancashire. Previously she worked for the BBC in the History and Archaeology Unit and the 

Documentaries Unit. She holds an MPhil in Visual Anthropology and an MA and PhD in Art History. She is 

currently working on a documentary project on “deep mapping” and Anglezarke moor in Lancashire. 

 

Philp Cowan Cinematography Conventions V. Creativity 

How do we encourage students to explore notions of cinematographic representation and creative risk 

without penalising them for not employing 'standard industry methods'? This presentation will try to address 

these issues, with examples of current student work and approaches to teaching the subject of 

cinematography. 

 

Philip Cowan teaches filmmaking within the Faculty of Creative Industries at the University of South 

Wales. He also works as a freelance cinematographer, and has shot over 50 productions, including; drama, 

documentary, performance, and animation projects, working for the BBC, ITV, C4, S4C, and numerous 

independent companies. The films that he has shot have collected twenty international 'Best Short Film' 

awards at festivals worldwide, including two BAFTA Cymru awards. He has also taught filmmaking at 

various institutions in Europe, India and Africa. He has published a number of articles on film authorship 

and cinematography, and completed his PhD in 2016. 

 

Graham Griffiths Fingers Burnt, Taking Risks, Who Cares:3 Case studies 

In this 20 min entertaining and illustrative presentation, graham will take you through some of the highs and 

lows of his incredibly varied 30-year career in animation film and entertainment. 

 

Graham Griffiths has worked for many years in the animation industry with many film and tv credits 

including: Super Ted, Shoe People, Under milkwood, Princess and the Goblins, & Funny Bones. 

He Was instrumental in setting up the USW Animation course 30 years ago which he continues to teach on 

part time. He also works freelance on art and design projects worldwide and has developed a huge following 

as renowned caricaturist “Picasso Griffiths” 

 

Suzanne Phillips Reflecting on the risks I Have Taken Throughout My Career  
I want to take you on my personal journey to taking creative risks- what stopped it-what enabled it- why I do 

and don’t take any. Ant the consequences. There will be an element of participation in this presentation. 

 
Suzanne Phillips is an award-winning filmmaker who is looking to push the boundaries of performance, 

technology and storytelling.  

 

Suzanne set and ran ForgetAboutIt Film & TV, an Independent production company. Over 7 years they 

developed a slate of feature films produced over thirty short films for international film festivals as well as 

factual series and music documentaries. 

As a freelancer Suzanne originated the innovative hybrid history & science series 'Hidden Killers ....'. for 

BBC4  

 

Currently she is content producer at Martha Stone Productions and is developing 'Life Lab' a socially 

transformative story-based game designed to counter the impact of adverse childhood experiences.  

She's part of 'Behind the Label', a pioneering applied theatre project run by people with experience of 

homelessness. Their next show is at Wales Millennium Centre at the end of November. 

 


